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Introduction:

A one-day Entrepreneurship Programme was organized at Government Degree
College (GDC) Dooru with the theme “Innovative Strategies for Raising Quality
Planting Material for Entrepreneurship Development in Fruit Crops.” The event
was organized by Dr. Malik Yasir Ahmad, Head of the Department of Economics,
GDC Dooru, in collaboration with the Fruit Sciences Division of SKUAST-
Kashmir and Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Anantnag. The programme was held
under the overall guidance of Dr. Jan Shabir Ahmad, Principal, GDC Dooru. The
initiative aimed to equip students with essential knowledge and skills to pursue
entrepreneurship in the horticulture sector, with a focus on producing quality
planting material, mastering grafting techniques, and exploring business
opportunities in fruit crops.

Objective of the Programme:
The primary objective of the programme was to:

e Educate students about the production of quality planting material for fruit
crops.

e Promote entrepreneurship in the horticultural sector by discussing
opportunities in fruit crop production and the commercialization of grafted
plants.

e Inspire students to explore entrepreneurship as a career option and reduce
reliance on traditional government jobs.

Inaugural Session:

The event commenced with a formal welcome address by Dr Malik Yasir Ahmad,
Head of the Department of Economics, GDC Dooru. Dr Malik extended a warm
welcome to the participants and speakers, highlighting the significance of the
programme in fostering an entrepreneurial mindset among students. He
emphasized the growing potential of the horticultural sector in Jammu & Kashmir
and encouraged students to leverage their academic knowledge to explore
practical business ventures in fruit crop cultivation.

Session 1: Lecture by Dr. Aroosa Khalil

The first session featured a lecture by Dr. Aroosa Khalil, Professor at the Fruit
Science Division, SKUAST-Kashmir, who delivered an informative presentation
on "Innovative Strategies for Raising Quality Planting Material for Fruit Crops."

Her talk covered several crucial topics:

o Scientific Grafting Techniques: Dr. Khalil explained the technical aspects
of grafting, a method widely used for propagating high-quality fruit plants.



She discussed how grafting helps enhance plant vigor, yield, and resistance
to diseases, making it a valuable technique for commercial horticulture.

o Improved Cultivars for Better Production: Dr. Khalil also shared insights
on the importance of selecting improved cultivars of various fruit crops,
such as apples, pomegranates, and cherries, to boost productivity and meet
market demand.

o Commercial Potential of Grafted Plants: The students were informed
about the rising demand for quality grafted fruit plants in both local and
national markets. Dr. Khalil encouraged students to consider setting up
grafting businesses as a potential source of income and livelihood.

Session 2: Talk by Dr. Ishtiyaq A. Khan

The second session featured a motivational talk by Dr Ishtiyaq A. Khan, Head of
KVK Anantnag, who focused on “Entrepreneurship Opportunities in
Horticulture.”

[n his address, Dr. Khan highlighted the following points:

e Entrepreneurship in Horticulture: Dr. Khan discussed the immense
potential of the horticultural sector in Jammu & Kashmir, particularly in
the production of high-value fruit crops. He stressed that with the right
knowledge and skills, students could tap into this growing market to build
successful businesses.

e KVK Success Stories: Dr. Khan shared inspiring success stories of young
entrepreneurs who had been supported by KVK Anantnag’s interventions.
He explained how KVK's training programs, financial assistance, and
market linkages had helped these entrepreneurs become self-reliant.

¢ Shifting Focus to Entrepreneurship: Dr. Khan encouraged students to
consider entrepreneurship as a career alternative to traditional government
jobs, He emphasized that with the right mindset, skills, and a bit of
innovation, young people could create their own opportunities and
contribute to the economic development of the region.

e Self-Reliance and Skill Development: Dr. Khan also highlighted the
importance of self-reliance in the modern world. He urged students to
develop skills in areas such as plant propagation, business management,
and marketing, which would help them succeed in the entrepreneurial
landscape.

A Question-and-Answer session followed Dr Khalil and Dr. Khan's talk, where
attendees asked about practical aspects of starting a horticultural business,

challenges in fruit crop cultivation, and the support available from KVK for
aspiring entrepreneurs.



lusion:
‘[(::l'?:f:vent concluded with a formal vote of thanks by Dr Nazrana Beg. The

programme was a significant learning opportunity for students, oﬁ‘crlmg' thelrn
both technical knowledge and inspiration to explore entlrepreneurshlp' in the
horticulture sector. The insights shared by Dr. Aroosa Khalil land Dr. Ishtlyfaq A.
Khan provided valuable information on grafting techniques, lrpgroved cultivars,
and entrepreneurial opportunities, giving students a clearer vision of how they
can turn their knowledge into a successful business venture.

Outcomes and Future Prospects _
The programme successfully raised awareness among students about the potential
for entrepreneurship in the fruit crop sector. It encouraged participants to consider
innovative methods such as grafting and the cultivation of improved fruit varieties
as viable business opportunities,

The discussions on KVK's Success stories and the importance of skill
dcvelopx_nent were particularly impactfuyl, motivating students to think beyond
conventional job markets and explore self~employment options,

Future programmes could benefit from hands-on workshops on grafling

_techniquesl. busipess plan development, and market strategies for students
interested in horticultura] entrepreneurship.

Report prepared by: Mirza Nazrana Beg
Date: 14/11/2024
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